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A simple guide for teachers to implement Socratic Seminars in their classrooms. Includes all

supplemental materials for making handouts.



The Socratic Classroomby Tori SalemIntroductionSocratic Seminars are an excellent way to

engage students and improve critical thinking, reading, writing, public speaking, and even test

scores. The seminar itself is a commitment and will evolve in exciting ways after each seminar.

I have prepared for you the best ways to implement this new method of teaching. I wish you the

best of luck and thank you for reading.HistoryI would recommend doing a mini lesson on

Socrates before beginning the seminar in order for your students to fully understand why the

questions are more important than the answers. In a nutshell, in order to find the answers, we

need to be asking the right questions. Socrates was an Ancient Greek Philosopher and founder

of the Academy of Athens most remembered for his unique methodology. Socrates never wrote

anything down, but his students Plato and Aristotle wrote of his work. The Socratic Seminar

was his method of philosophizing with the ancient Greeks. The Socratic Seminar lesson plan

format is based on Socrates' method of questioning.Classroom SetupArrange the desks in two

circles, an inner circle and an outer circle. You will sit in the circle with your students. It is

important to remain “on their level” for respectful discourse. The size and circle may vary

depending on availability of space. You may need to try a few different arrangements until you

find one that works for your room. One desk must also be labeled “Hot Seat.”
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Tamika Harding, “Text. Good, I am encouraged by the simplicity of layout. Teachers would be

able to easily implement into their lesson plans”

The book by Laurinda Wallace has a rating of  5 out of 4.0. 2 people have provided feedback.
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